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gather. Incorporate green spaéer connection to
nature.

4. Preserve and providaousing opportunitiesn and

With the Comprehensive Plan as guidance, this plan uses the aroundthe East End. As the Planning Opportunity Area
following vision statement for developing recommendations develops, preserve thquality and affordability of
and future scenarios for this area: existing nearby housindProvide design transitions
between existing housing and new developmeiteate
The East End & cultural hub focused on the Eden Center. housing that isaffordableto a variey of householdsizes
Transportation investments put people first by pitiaing anda range of incomes.
connectivity and accessibilitgreen spaces provide
opportunities for community members to gather, recreate, 5. Support economic revitalization throughout the East
or relax.Nearby housing affordability is preserved while new End. Invest in the East End to create and maintain
commercial and residential development occurs within the consistent economic activity and return the area to
Planning Opportuty Area.A green approach to regional prominence.
infrastructure, building, and site design support the
environmental sustainability of the area for future 6. Develop Fhe area in an en_virpnmahlly sustain.able
generations. way consistent with the principles of stewarding the

area for the benefit of future generations.

The following subsections provide discussion of key concepts
To achieve that vision, this plan establishes the following goals  that supportthet f | y Q& @A &Thede/coricgftRared 2 | £ & ®
for investment inthe area: discussed ftther in subsequent chapteyof the Plan that

: . : provide additional details and guidance.
1. Presenrethe EdenCenterandits cultural identity.

CelebrateVietnamese American culturghrough
programmingand public art investments in Eden
Center.

2. Enhance multmodal mobility and accessibility
throughout the East End.

3. Activate public spaces to create community
connectionsStrengthen the sense @bmmunityon the
East End by providing spaces for thablic to enjoy and
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With the Rall of Saigon at the concluding days of the Viethamese
War, thousands of South Vietnamese refugees came to the U.S.
One of the most notable enclaves of Viethamesss in

Clarendon in Arlington, where numerous Viethamese shops and
restaurants flourished. Heever, with the beginning of Metro
construction, land values and disruptions forced many
Vietnamese to abandon Clarendon. Many moved west to the
Plaza Center Shopping Center on Wilson Boulevard in Falls Festival at Eden Center
Church. This became the Eden Center. Today the EsigerGs

one of the largest Viethnamese shopping meccas in the U.S., and
its culture enriches the City and surroundings.
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Eden Center hosts events throughout the year attracting both
local and regional crowd3$wo significant cultural evente B s o0, T TR oy A
the Moon Festival and the Midutumn Festival. Movie nights e Y 7 £ ,:ﬁ‘;‘?& é[
and smaller events are also hosted. A permanent plaza where Wikw 4 .Y
event programming can occur woubdIsterEden Centeé2 & N2 f
asa true International Town Center.germanent plaza would
create a sense of place. It would allow visitors and business

owners alike to have a space to relax and linger.
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Lunar New Year Celebration at Eden Center
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At Eden Center, public art should be used to pay homage to
Vietnam and tell the story of its people. The Planning
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Cultural District where investment in public art is encouraged.
Murals, sculpture, andther forms of art would beautify and

add vibrancy to Eden Center. Public art would visually transport
visitors to Vietnam therefore offering a memorable creative
experience.

Wilson Boulevarduns from Arlington County into the City of
Falls Church. To create a gatewaytite EdenCenter and
communicatea sense ofdentity at the entrance tahe City, the
portion of Wilson Boulevardbcated in Falls Church should be
renamed Saigon Boulevard.i$tvould honor the culture that
has createdsuch an impact on the East End of the City.
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and frequent crossings, orienting buildings towards the street,
and designating protected bike lanes.

—t { V- Proposed Street Network

Neighbormood Commercial Street

w— Neighborhosd Graen Shaet

Neghborteood Abey

The East End sits imaultimodaltransportation hub with
connectiongo regional destinations. Current transit facilities
includethe East Falls Church Metro and the Seven Corners
Transit CenterA Bus Rapid Transit Center is also planned for
the area. Th area includes bikeways and pedestrian wayrsd
the currently underconstructionRoute 50 TrailMajor

roadways includ&oute 7, Route 50, Wilson Blvd, and nearby |
66. Collectively, these transportation facilities connect the East
End toSeven Corner8aileys Crossroagilerrifield, Tysons,
the RoslyrBallston Corridor, Washington, D.C., d@hd City of
Alexandria.
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A goal of the POA is to provide improved connection to adjacent
sites in order to create a more cohesive Hast identity. Lack

of internal street grid, fences, vegetated screening, and parking
lots are barriers to this goal.

Improved street design supportive of safe and comfortable
pedestrian and cyclist movement is a critical gament to plan
F2NJ 0KS F NBI Qa FdzidzZNB o

Wide streets, isolated parcels, intimidating crossings, lack of
protection, and uninviting streetscape are all impediments to
walking and cycling within the POA.

These barriers to walkability and cycling can be cvee by
widening sidewalks, planting more street trees, providing safe
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¢ KS [Stkeétgcdpa Standards call for pedestrian crossings
every 250 feetThecurrent streetconfigurationsfeature long
block lengths that ar@-3 times larger than what is
recommended for walkable block dimensioAsid marked
crossings can be 800 feet apart or mokeng block lengths
limited crossings, and lack of safety and accessibility features
such as street trees, benches, and lightingcourage walking
and biking.

The East End POA would benefit from a revised stréet gr
which breaks up large blockad provides frequent, safe
pedestrian crossingstreet networks shouldonnect adjacent
parcelsto increaseaccessibility to adjacent sites.

Wilson Boulevard connects several major sites, acting as the
southern boundary edge to the POA as well as the City. Wilson
Blvd. should be treated and celebrated as a Great Street by
widening sidewalks, adding street trees, providing streetscape
amenities, facing building facades onto the street, and renaming
the street Saigon Boulevard.

Roosevelt Boulevard provides a direct connection between the
planning area and the EFC Metro and W&OD. Roosevelt
Boulevard should become a truly multimodal facility, with high
frequency transit and comfortable pedestrian and bicycle
facilities while stilaccommodating automabile travel.

Continued coordination between Fairfax County and Falls
Church is necessary to ensure the proposed Ring Road meets
the needs of both jurisdictions.
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(Righ and Below Savannah, Georgi@as a typical block length of 580p n Q
broken up by secondary midock lanes and green publicsquares




Eastern Gateway / 7 Corners
Planning Opportunity Area 5

Areas for public gathering and event programming serve an
important function ofeveryday lifePlazas, pedestrian malls,
food markets, and urban parks are all examples of public
structuresthat can enrich and enlivearban areas.

Through numerous cultural events, parades, and movie
screenings, the Eden Center has demonstrated that its site can
used as a flexible event space. The high turnout for such events
is evidence that there istrongdemand for such gathering
spaces.

Example of urban park designed for recreation and play
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New public and private parks designed with children and
families in mind could benefitdgacent multifamily residential
complexesnew residential development, andsitors tothe
area. Currentlyhie nearest playgrourgire Azalea Park locate
in Fairfax Countgnd Benjamin Banneker Park located in
Arlington County

Old Town SquareFort Collins, Colorado
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